Green for all

We mar be facing rising gas an:l oil prices, butwe _‘-_* ot

.z

do have the biggest Greenbelt spaceintheworld. - = .~ -

No wonder more Ontarians are spending their

vacations closer to home

nigler Chiis Dlavis need

not siray far from home

1o Indulae In his fawsu-

rite pastime Tve always
done a kot of Ashing in and arcund
Targnio, and it autstanding, says
Diavls, 46, who also ovns @ pub
Even though he now has a cottage
r Muskoka, where he spen
weskends with his wife, Carmie,
ana thair two childran, Caws stil
qets up at 5 am. tyice a wesk and
reads aff to cne of his favowrits
fishing holes closer to horme. *For
14 vears, befare we had the cat-
tack, | was city-biolmd and never
fielt | was missing cut. e found
ats of copartunities [just] 20 mir-
ALEs AWy

There ar= indeed plenty of plac-
=5 rv the ity for thess whio [&e [
fish—Grenadiar Pondl in High Fask,
thie Taranta [slands and Tomm
Tharmpson r'n ©an the lakeshoee
io #shbeidge's Bay, Bluffers Park
and the ae Rleer inthe Ontario
Greenbal
=verything from trout and bass to
plke and p=och, and sven chinaok
ang coho salmen.

Diavis 15 Just ane of many GTA
asidents who dont nesd 1o trave
far to et away from it all and do
what they enjoy. And with 1.8 mil-

nirees In

—where you o2

lion acres of protected Greenhelt
land thiat wraps arouns IrI* Greater
Godden Horseshoe, theres 3 lat to
explare

&ccording o Ontaso Toursm

rcee of us are sp=nding mans time
2010 we travelled maore

at home In
In aur an prosincs and spand
mcee vacation dolfars—5 12 billian,
of Up 0 5 per cent maore than the
yaal b=fore And given how gas
prices have scarsd 30 cants a Bire
since last summes, ivs likely that
ricee af us will be staying claser ta
hiome this year, ton
Luschky for those of us In Southemn
Ointarlg, we can doalmast every-
thing we enjoy dolncg— whathes
its fishing, camping or canoeing of
2 ."-':'||"|.'I I’:r:‘!u-.'gh YWeahe COLn-
try—In aur cven Geeenbelt
Foo Dawis, what's enjovabls

Is mat just the fishing—Iit's also
the fesling of getting avway. °It's
amagzing,” he says TWith] just a
shoat drive, you feel like yvioure In
the cowntry” Here In Ontana, weTs
surrceenid=cl by ons af the mast
Frecious ecosysiems In the workd
Southern Onfaro ks hiome o Carc-
lindan Canada—a relatively small

=@ of farest that comprises Just
I parcent af Canada bat harkaors
rcee flora and fauna sp=cles than

Chris Davis explores the Greenbelt in
search of the parfect fishing spot,

any caher part of our country Many
af these species ars rare, such as
thie badger and grey fo, o threas-
ened, like the Fowler's toad

Just a drive away

There are many unloue local places
wearth visiiing i summesrtime The
Alderndle First Mations Black Oak
Savanna and Morthern Tallgrass
“ralrie Mational Widlife Refuge

r Rice Lake, for example, (5 ong
aof the most endangered habitats

= S
p— — i ] il e T i - —_ ]
— —-"'__ i e a
- il — ) —_ﬁ—\- '#
— N i g " .-""‘_ .-':-'-,‘! ]
o

The faraway nearby

mer vacations, according o Ontaria Tounsm, But spending For day
trips was up 17 per cant In 2010,
are some day-trip options to conside

rin Ontarlos Geeenbelt

Lure af fishing Visit the Menistry of Matural Resources weebsits to
fined et wheee 1o fish Inand araure the ity and what types af fish
wau can res In. View 3" Tak= a Kid Fishing” booklet andd a vidso o
hore 10 "|l: | A |

Eraﬂngfnr cﬂﬂplngand{maeing Check cat the Tosonto ancd

Aegion Corservation website for infiormation on camping at Alkion
Hills Conservation Area in Caledon or F::.-.r|+ Park in the eastend af
the city, and canoeing at Heart Lake Conservation Area in Brarmptan
N

L5 R

A bug for blking or hiking Hit the trad arcunc town or 1ake your
bilke cn W18 Rall fooisit Miagasas wine colantry. Flan a stroll throwgh
Alchearyille First Matians Black Oak Savanna and Morthern Tallgrass
Prairie Waticnal Wildlife Befisge. gresnhaltoo, anfarisimails.on.ca,
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Mt cnly are moss of us choesing to stay close 1o homes for aur sum-

campared to the previous year Hare

in the world,” more threatened
than the Brazillan rairiforss:” says
lanine Mcleod, an #rea canserya-
tion Bologtst and natural heritage
coordinatar for the site, Its surpris-  con
ing enodgh that we have 3 tallgrass
prairle a drve away, but mare
sUrpisang, savs Moleod, & tofind
"grasses towering over vour head”
by the end af summer

The arsa is avadable far pub-
lic towes, and there are summes
day camps far children, featuring

speclal days dedicates
3b0ut S
biugy cay, mammmal day

"|'.=| sUmmer activities to
A of the city; ca

e 2ast &an

ticbkccks

WeTe very privilegsad’ nates
Wclenl.®
nelt, thera’
many differant wawvs o do it

1o learning
meething neww—hird day
and so0an

sder: carnpéng at Rouge Park in
il .rll'll"'
Alblon Hfls Comiservation Ar=airn
o |l'“:l |f'|l._.l"|'.' & Rail's
Sike Train o Miagara wine country

Throsghout the Green-
o misch 1o see and so



