
What is Natural Economy Northwest?

Principal funders:

• Natural England.

• NWDA.

• SITA Trust.

Regional Partnership programme.

A 3 year,  £3 million Partnership Programme.

for a prosperous economic future 
with a thriving natural environment for the northwest. 

The Socio-Economic 
Benefits

of 
Investment in the 

Green Infrastructure
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Green - The 5th Critical Infrastructure

The 4 Critical 
Infrastructures:
Water.
Waste.
Power.
Transport.

The 5th Critical is:  
Green!



1. Climate change adaptation/mitigation



Climate change

Greenspace provides a natural buffer

• shelter can reduce the cost of
heating and cooling buildings by 10%

• vegetation helps to moderate the 
urban heat island effect



2. Water management

3. Place and communities

4. Health and wellbeing



• over 10 million workdays lost
to stress in 2006

• as little as 3 - 4 minutes exposure to 
greenspace brings measurable 
stress relief

Well being



5. Land and property values



People are prepared to pay up to 18% more!

Property values



6. Investment

7. Labour productivity



Labour productivity

Green surroundings

• improve staff morale
• enhance problem solving
• increase output
• reduce absenteeism
• lower staff turnover
• aid recruitment



8. Tourism

9. Recreation and leisure

10. Biodiversity

11. Land management



Facilitating projects to maximise the 

benefits.

Economic Projects
Environmental 

Projects

Integrate Green 
Infrastructure within 

the design

Set within the socio 
economic framework

Projects that 
optimise the social, 

economic and 
environmental 

benefits.



Green infrastructure benefits -

environmental projects

•Carbon 

sequestration & 

Climate adaptation

•Investment for 

business and 

tourism.



Green infrastructure benefits -

biodiversity projects

•energy efficiency, water 

management & enhancing roof life

•new open spaces & better image 

& amenity value 

•contributing to the local economy

Manchesterer 

Green Roof

22 hectares of 

potential green 

roofs in 

Manchester.



Green infrastructure benefits -

socio-economic projects

Back to work 

through 

environmental work

•Reduce social costs

•Increase self esteem

•Into employment

Manchesterer 

Green Roof



www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk



Benefit Project A         Project  B Project  C Project D 

Climate change adaptation and 

mitigation.

Water management.

Place & Communiiies.

Health and well-being.

Land and property values. 

Investment

Labour productivity.

Tourism.

Recreation and leisure.

Biodiversity.

Land management 

Analysing, presenting and comparing natural economy projects.





GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

ASSET / INTERVENTION
FUNCTION BENEFIT VALUE

In monetary terms

M

M

M

M

M

In quantitative terms

Qt

Qt

In qualitative terms

Ql

Ql

SHELTER FROM 

WIND

EVAPO-

TRANSPIRATION

CARBON 

SEQUESTRATION

PARTICULATE 

FILTERING

CLIMATE CHANGE 

ADAPTATION & 

MITIGATION

HEALTH & WELL 

BEING

£ REDUCED BUILDING 

HEATING

£ AVOIDED CO2

°C REDUCED 

TEMPERATURES

£ MARKET VALUE OF 

CO2 STORED

£ REDUCED POLUTION 

CONTROL

REDUCTION 

PULMONARY DISEASES





User Guide
Spreadsheet-based

Calculator+
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Knowledge Quarter 

Liverpool



Natural Economy Northwest and 

the Green Infrastructure Valuation Toolkit

www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk

www. bt.ly/givaluationtoolkit

Follow up on Valuation Toolkit 

givaluation.network@merseyforest.org

http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/
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