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Location of the São Paulo City 
Green Belt Biosphere Reserve



São Paulo City, The Metro Region and the 
Biosphere Reserve



Conservation
Sustainable 

Development

Logistic Support

Biosphere Reserves
3 main functions:

w Conservation of biodiversity 

(ecosystems, species, genes) 

w Sustainable development

w Logistic support to research, networking, 

monitoring, education, training



World Network of Biosphere Reserves

Over 530 sites in over 100 countries



Why Biosphere Reserves?



FULLY OR PARTIALLY PROTECTED AREAS IN THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE





ÅTotal Area:                                     2,111,432 ha

ÅTerrestrial Area:                              1,826,212 ha 

ÅInner Urban Area:                               220,284 ha

ÅMarine Area:                                       505,503 ha

ÅUrban + BR Area:                            2,331,716 ha

ÅVegetation Area:                                614,288 ha

üpopulation:  Around 23 Million inhabitants

üEconomic Expression:   20% of the National GDP

BIOSPHERE RESERVE GENERAL FIGURES

















ïSão Paulo Green Belt is a complex system: forests , 
protected areas , river basins and water resources , 
crop lands , coastal and marine ecosystems , 
cultural heritage , cities and people living together
and influencing each other

ïA Biosphere Reserve can be the most
comprehensive management framework for people
and their environment : co-ordination of multiple
issues and themes : BRIDGING ORGANIZATION

Why a Biosphere Reserve Around 

São Paulo?



Values Added By a Biosphere Reserve

É 2. Region ´ s Integration to the International Community

É 3. Conflict Management

É 4. Management Systemic View

É 5. Transit Across Institutional Complexity

É 6. Complement to the Traditional Social -Environmental Complexity

É 7. Community Engagement

É 8. Innovation

É 9.  Others

1. Integration of :

× Themes

× Institutional -Political Issues

× Landscapes (ecosystems , biomes , urban systems, 
land mosaics , transboundary regions )



Consequences of Ecosystem Change for 

Human Well-being

Source: Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment





Provisioning Services Food Agriculture/Livestock

Fish

Extractivism

Timber and Non-Timber 

Forest Resources

Timber

Firewood

Non-Timber

Biochemicals

Water Surface Water 

Underground Water

Regulation Services Air Gegulation

CO2 sequestration

Climate Regulation

Water Purification and Regulation

Detoxification

Erosion, Landslide and Flood Control

Disease Regulation

Cultural services Spiritual and Religious Values

Recreation, Tourism, Sports

Supporting Services Biodiversity and Ecological Processses



BIODIVERSITY


