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The German and European Green Belt ï
Borders separate. Nature unites.
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Experience Green Belt

The Green Belt Initiative

üĂGreen Infrastructureñ:preserving 

biodiversity and ecosystem functions in Europe

üNew policy framework: not only halt the loss of 

biodiversity but reverse it and restore 

ecosystems by reconnecting them

üGreen Belt contributes to European 

programmes, e.g. EU Habitats Directive (Natura 

2000 network), Bern Convention (Emerald 

Network), Pan-European Ecological Network 

(PEEN)

üEuropean Green Belt:

* Common natural heritage

* Treasure chest of diversity

* Backbone of an European ecological network 

* Living monument of European history

The Green Belt in Europe



Vision of the European Green Belt

ñCreating the backbone of an ecological network 

running from the Barents to the Black Sea that is

a global symbol for transboundary cooperation in 

nature conservation and sustainable developmentò

Stara Planina

Bulgarian-Serbian border area





Inner-German Green Belt
1393 km ïlongest habitat connecting system

in Germany





Green Belt Germany



Historical background:

The Iron Curtain divided Europe



Zone for tracking 

down traces

Ditch as barrier

Mine field

Road for military vehicles

Metal fence

ñNo manôs landñ: Area 

from the metal fence to 

the border line

Former border line 

between the two German 

states

West

East

Historical background:

Inner-German borderline



13th December 2009

ñ20 Years Green Beltò
Jubilee event

in Hof, Bavaria, Germany

9th December 1989

Meeting of 400

conservationists from

East and West Germany ï

1. Resolution

for the Green Belt



Information and Public Relation



Anniversary 
ñ20 years Green Beltò 

Press trip 
27.04.-30.04.2009



Public Relations
Information and Public Relation



Financial 

Supporter

üLength: 1393 km            Area: 177 km²,   

including directly bordering nature 

conservation areas: 2.232 km²

ü109 different habitat types were mapped

ü49 % endangered habitat types (Red Data 

Book)

ü150 new nature reserves including or 

bordering the Green Belt

ü28 % of the area of Green Belt is protected 

as nature reserves

ü38 % is under the protection of the EU 

Habitats and Birds Directive 

ü85 % of the Green Belt mostly intact

üGreen Belt is the only existing national 

habitat connecting system in Germany!

Habitat network -

the Green Belt Germany





Grünes Band bei Gerthausen (Grabfeld)

Foto: Klaus Leidorf

Gefährdung
Gefährdung

The Green Belt Germany is endangered by

Č Road building

294 ha

Č Industrial Parks

120 ha

Č Agriculture

1949 ha

Obstacles and Threats

A71 (Schweinfurt-Erfurt) 


