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About TEA
• Our Mission is to promote a greener Toronto. We work with 

concerned individuals, community groups, professionals and 
workers, encouraging the participation of local people on 
local issues.

• Our Vision is a green, healthy and equitable city with 
economic activity that sustains our environment.

• 10,000 members, increasingly from the suburbs.

• Greenbelting Toronto Campaign: getting municipal 
policies and practices in place     that promote the Greenbelt.



Toronto has Changed

• Over half of Toronto's population (1,237,720) was born 
outside of Canada. 

• Between 2001 and 2006 about 268,000 international 
immigrants settled in Toronto. This accounts for roughly 
one quarter of all immigrants who came to Canada.

• The top five visible minority groups in Toronto are:

South Asian (12% of total population), Chinese (11.4%), 
Black (8.4%), Filipino (4.1%), Latin American 2.6%)

Source: City of Toronto



What Torontonians Eat has 

Changed

• Increase in demand for          “food from 

home”

• Increase in imports of          “food from 

home”



How do we sell 

“Local Food” to a 

“Global City”?
• Find the positive, not the negative

• Know your market

• Know your supply

• Be innovative



The “Food From Home” 

Project
• Got funding (thank you Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation!)

• Identified 4 target audiences

• Contacted community leaders and held focus groups (eg. 
identified “foods from home”, target neighbourhoods, 
language to use, grocers)

• Talked to local grocers

• Engaged leaders in guide design

• Distributed guides (78,000 and counting)



Bringing the 

Local to the Global
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Next Steps

• Continue distributing guides 

• Work with other GTA organizations do 

develop guides outside of City of Toronto

• Engage our contacts in other Greenbelt-

related issues


